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Dear Friends,

The concept for today’s Community 
Foundation began in 1994 when Kim 
Logan off ered an innovative idea 
to a group of friends and business 
associates.  Their vision of a community 
organization that would encompass 
social responsibility in the region while 
cultivating a giving culture committed 
to community needs forever, went on to 
provide the fertile soil that has grown the 
Community Foundation into what it is 
today. 

The Community Foundation exists to 
support the charitable sector within 
our region and because of challenging 
economic times over the past year needs 
have never been greater. Food banks are 
seeing unprecedented demand. Demands 
placed upon emergency shelters and 
counselling services have increased and 
charities are facing a decline in corporate 
sponsorship and support of their 
fundraising eff orts. 

Although this year has been challenging 
for all, we continue to come together 
by collaborating, innovating and giving 
in times of increased need. Charities, 

LEADING CHANGE
& MAKING A DIFFERENCE IN OUR REGION

Community Fund for Canada’s 150th 
in collaboration with the Government 
of Canada, Community Foundations of 
Canada, and extraordinary leaders in 
support of regional initiatives. 

Thank you to the donors who have 
entrusted the Community Foundation 
with your philanthropy – we value our 
partnership with you. Thank you to 
the Board, staff  and volunteers – we 
appreciate your integrity, your skills and 
your enthusiasm for community building. 
Thank you to the volunteers and staff  who 
serve this community in the charitable 
sector – we value your dedication and 
commitment to growing a great region.

Warmest Wishes,

Tracey Vavrek
Chief Executive Offi  cer

Amanda Reimer
Chair of the Board

volunteers and donors continue to invest 
in the long-term vitality of our region. 
Community Foundation endowment 
funds are one of our region’s greatest 
strengths. Endowments are donations 
placed into a permanent funds that will 
grow over time, and generate income that 
is distributed to charitable organizations 
and causes throughout Northwestern 
Alberta.  Our investment strategy is 
focused on the long term and to provide 
ongoing funding support for the region. 
Our fi ve year average compound return is 
6.54%.  Going forward we cannot predict 
the needs of tomorrow, we do know the 
Community Foundation’s endowment 
funds will continue to provide funding for 
regional needs and future generations. 

We know the issues in our community, 
and the organizations working to improve 
them. In response to the increased needs 
of the charitable sector, the Community 
Foundation redistributed over $131,000 to 
important causes and needs in 2016.  The 
power of the giving is profound. 

Canada’s sesquicentennial is an historic 
moment with the power to bring people 
and places together as we dream big 
about our communities and our country.  
We are honoured to partner with the 
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VITAL SIGNS - VITAL PULSE
 
Grande Prairie Area’s Vital Signs® is a 
community check-up that measures our 
region’s health and vitality, identifies 
significant trends, and provides in-depth, 
up-to-date information about the people 
in our communities and the environments 
in which we live, work and go to school. 
Vital Signs helps the entire community 
stay informed so together we can best 
address the needs of today and prepare 
for the needs of tomorrow.

In our 2015 Vital Signs survey, when 
asked how connected people feel to their 
community, 28% of our youth and young 
adults (ages 15-24) and 20% of adults 
responded “hardly” or “not at all.”  While 
this is lower than the national average, 
we know there is work to do. Studies 
show that sports and recreation activities 
play an important role in strengthening 
communities and fostering a sense of 
belonging. 

The Community Foundation examined the 
role of sport and recreation in the Grande 
Prairie area and its impact on our sense 
of belonging. We explored ways in which 
we can engage the community to look at 
sport as a way to promote inclusiveness, 
wellness and community vitality and to 
support some of the powerful initiatives 
already underway! 

NOURISH THE NORTH

In 2015, we were proud to unveil our new 
and exciting Nourish the North initiative.
Shifting away from the traditional gala 
to an evening reception filled with 
community and fellowship, Nourish the 
North seeks to strengthen relationships 
and to build an ever increasing sense of 
belonging.

Supporters from across our region come 
together for the evening to connect, 
inspire and engage in the gift of 
philanthropy over good food, good wine, 
and great conversations.

The evening of September 29, 2016 
featured his Worship, Naheed Nenshi, 
Mayor of Calgary sharing his inspiring 
story about how Calgary and surrounding 
communities came together to support 
one another during the flood of 2013.

The success of Nourish the North is a 
tribute to our many sponsors, friends, 
volunteers and attendees. Over $98,000 
was raised in support of the Community 
Foundation’s work.

RANDOM ACT 
OF KINDNESS DAY

Random Act of Kindness Day (RAK) is 
an opportunity for us to slow down and 
reflect on how fortunate we are to live 
in such an amazing area. Northwestern 
Alberta has a long-cherished reputation 
for community building and generosity 
and RAK Day provides another 
opportunity to encourage our neighbours 
and friends to focus on kindness as a 
tool to help to make us stronger and 
better-connected. RAK Day represents a 
gentle reminder to bring kindness back 
to the top of our priority list, not just one 
day, but every day.

In response to needs identified in the Vital 
Signs project surrounding homelessness 
and poverty, the Community Foundation 
put out a call to action for community 
members to gather layered clothing and 
nutritious food for those people in need. 
On November 4, 2016 in support of RAK 
Day, people came together from across 
the region to donate socks, t-shirts, pants, 
toques, mitts, scarves, coats, long johns, 
and snow suits for winter layering, along 
with personal care items and close to 
1,000 non-perishable food items. 

BECAUSE
COMMUNITY MATTERS
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COMMUNITY HUB
FOR SENIORS

Seniors play a huge role in the 
sustainability of our communities. 
They shop, use services which employ 
people, volunteer, and in fact, many 
organizations would be hard pressed to 
function without their older volunteers.  
Seniors babysit, provide care for spouses, 
friends and neighbours. The list of seniors’ 
contributions to Northwestern Alberta is 
limitless.

And seniors love to have fun!  The Grande 
Prairie and District Golden Age Centre 
is a place where people come together 
for friendship, to participate in activities 
where they can enjoy themselves, and 
meet other seniors. The Centre’s quilting 
group members create, sew and then 
donate quilts to charities for the needy. 
Card games, exercise classes, painting, 
dancing lessons, floor curling, and 
carpet bowling are among the other 
entertainment offerings. 

Close to 600 members have a stronger 
sense of belonging and connectedness 
as a result of the opportunities at the 
Centre.  Because fees are charged on 
a cost-recovery basis, resources for 
facility improvements are not always 
available. Working in partnership with 
the Community Foundation, the Centre 
established the Golden Age Centre Fund, 
a charitable organization endowment 
fund in 2008 for ongoing support to 
run the facility.  Annual grants to the 
Golden Age Centre support numerous 
activities including senior’s safety through 
increased accessibility options, exercise 
programming, improved equipment 
storage and so much more.  Alberta 
seniors mirror our past and are the 
gateway to the future of our communities.

SEX TRADE 
WOMEN’S DROP IN

Over the course of their lives, vulnerable 
women are likely to face a multitude of 
barriers and challenges varying in the 
degree of complexity and severity from 
woman to woman. These may include 

personal and interpersonal barriers, 
community or social barriers and 
structural/program barriers.

With support from the Community 
Foundation, HIV North offered 8 drop in 
sessions that focused on personal growth 
and development for marginalized 
females.  Empowering participants to 
believe in their intrinsic self-worth, the 
program encourages self-expression 
through art, cultural connection and 
introspective workshops. The potential 
to positively impact mental, physical 
and spiritual health of these vulnerable 
women and girls is immense.

Poverty, combined with addictions and 
mental health concerns are everyday 
issues many of the attendees of the 
Program face. Additionally, they often deal 
with other challenges such as substandard 
housing, access to transportation, 
support programs and services, family 
violence, sexual abuse, and poverty. The 
Community Foundation appreciates the 
opportunity to provide funding and to 
partner with HIV North to help address 
this need as identified in Vital Signs.  By 
providing a safe place for at-risk women to 
simply be women and feel supported by 
other women, increases resiliency through 
relationship building and the opportunity 
for personal growth and development.  
This can only have a positive effect on the 
women and on the community at large.

FULL OF POSSIBILITIES

When families live in poverty, they may 
not have enough money for three healthy 
meals a day. Failing to provide good 
nutrition for our children puts them at risk 
of missing out on meeting their potential.  
The Grande Prairie Public School District, 
is one of the three school boards in the 
local area and is proud to have a long 
history of supporting student nutrition 
needs in the District School Snack 
Program.

Children can learn better on a full 
stomach and taking away hunger goes 
a long way in helping students succeed 

YOUR COMMUNITY MAKES YOU 
AND YOU MAKE YOUR COMMUNITY

to the best of their ability. It decreases 
some of the disruptive behaviour and 
creates connections with fellow students. 
They learn about the four food groups 
so hopefully they’ll learn more about 
healthy eating and carry that with them 
throughout the years.

There is positive response and community 
support for this initiative, and the 
feedback from students themselves has 
been one of gratitude. They have more 
energy than they did before and it is 
rewarding to see their huge smiles.

We believe that by taking action today 
and providing healthier food options in 
schools we can help to set students up 
for a successful future.  Forward thinking 
initiatives and partnerships such as this 
one, are supported with community 
impact funding by the Community 
Foundation as another means to fulfill its 
mandate to connect people, and build 
community for good and forever.

KAJAL PATEL – STUDENT 
AWARD RECIPIENT 2016

“Being a recipient of this award has given 
me a sense of security and confidence 
to continue my post-secondary studies 
in the Nursing Program at GPRC.  It has 
helped my pay for my tuition in the short 
term to help me realize my long term goal 
of becoming an Oncologist.”

RICHARD WONG – STUDENT 
AWARD RECIPIENT 2016

“In my last year of law school, this funding 
has relieved significant financial burdens, 
allowing me to focus on my studies 
and turn my professional dreams into 
a reality. It allows me to use my saved 
funds to ensure my health keeps up with 
my mental and emotional stress due to 
school.  I am truly grateful.”
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FRED RINNE MEMORIAL

Fred Rinne passed away August 1, 2016 
at the age of 51. Fred believed very much 
in the power of his community and in 
being an active participant in it. Whether 
it was through his job as long-time Editor 
of the Daily Herald-Tribune newspaper, 
coaching soccer, serving on various 
boards and organizations including the 
Community Foundation, community was 
always a focus.

Over the years, Fred dedicated numerous 
hours to the Community Foundation 
as a volunteer, board member and 
ambassador.  He never wavered in his 
dedication to seeing our community 
be the best it could be, and he always 
encouraged others to do the same – stand 
tall and commit to community.  

Fred demonstrated his passion for 
community through his penmanship, 
he always ensured the community 
knew about current events, needs and 
activities.  He also had no fear to share his 
perspective as an opportunity for others 
to consider. 

Fred once said “It’s always been key, to 
me, that through my job, my community 
needs to be the focus. It’s the most 
important aspect of what we do, and that 
has not changed with the times or with 
technology.” 

Fred and his family had preliminarily 
discussed setting up a family fund with 
the Community Foundation in early 
2016, prior to his death.  In keeping with 
that discussion and in loving memory of 
Fred, Diana, Caitlyn and Jackson chose to 
commemorate his legacy by establishing 
the Fred Rinne Memorial Fund at the 
Community Foundation.  This fund will 

honour the man he was - sports fanatic, 
history buff, fisherman extraordinaire, 
food aficionado, husband, father, friend 
and all round great guy - a fund that 
will forever support the good in the 
community that he held so dear.

His underlying beliefs are captured forever 
in his own words, “It’s not what you say, it’s 
what you do; and it’s not what you make, 
but what you leave.”

JODY EVANS MEMORIAL

Some people are natural born 
cheerleaders, champions of the underdog, 
passionate about life - a life of love and 
service to others. Jody Anne Evans made 
a tremendous impact on those she knew 
and who knew and loved her. To quote 
of one her friends “Jody nailed it in her 46 
years! 

Jody lived life to its fullest every single 
day.  Many will think of Jody when they 
see a wild flower, a rushing river, or the 
sun peaking over the mountains.  Jody 
taught people some very invaluable assets 
such as always hug, see the trees, don’t be 
afraid, listen, work hard, laugh loud and 
often, help, share, learn, love, forgive and 
dance.  

Unfortunately, at the prime of her life Jody 
passed away August 6, 2016 at 46 years 
old as a result of a tragic traffic accident.  
She left behind many friends, co-workers 
and her devoted family, her partner Mike 
Amirault; children: Crosby, Megan, and 
Caleb Urion.

Because Jody was such a force of 
goodness throughout her life, 100 Women 
Who Care Grande Prairie choose to 
establish the Jody Evans Memorial Fund

through the Community Foundation to 
continue her legacy forever.  The fund 
will be used to make maximum impact 
on emerging needs within our region. 
Willing to be there for those in need 
and exploring ways to improve the 
circumstances of those less fortunate, 
Jody’s life laid out the blueprint for how 
she will be memorialized.  She was that 
person who spoke up for others when she 
felt their voice was not being heard.  The 
Jody Evans Memorial Fund will honour 
her memory and will connect people and 
build upon community capacity for good 
and forever.

GPLT – LIVE AND VIBRANT

Grande Prairie Live Theatre (GPLT) 
has served the area with over 54th 
consecutive seasons of plays, concerts, 
festivals and special cultural events. 
As one of Canada’s largest non-profit 
community theatre companies and with 
the support of over 300 volunteers, GPLT 
productions delight, thrill, and challenge 
to over 10,000 people per year.  

Youth between the ages 7 and 17 have 
the opportunity to participate in great live 
theatre classes during nine months of the 
year.  Theatre classes provide a creative 
educational experience that is not offered 
anywhere else in our region with benefits 
including enhanced self-confidence, 
memory skills, how to create a group 
project, and how to be successful in a 
group event. Participants take pride in 
their effort and the skills they acquire and 
transfer to other life experiences.

Vital Signs showcases the key benefits 
of culture and our rapidly increasing 
population. In response to community 
needs, GPLT has increased the number 
of plays performed to give more 
opportunities for volunteer participation 
and audience enjoyment. They have 
increased the number of challenging or 
edgy plays as requested by the younger 
audience and volunteers. 

In 2005, GPLT established the Grande 
Prairie Live Theatre Fund, a charitable 
organization fund in partnership with 
the Community Foundation for ongoing 
funding to support the Theatre.  As our 
region grows, so does GPLT, and the 
endowment fund grows to support GPLT.  
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2016 Charitable Organizations and 
Causes making a difference in the 
communities we call home
...............................................................................................

ARTS/CULTURE
Centre for Creative Arts
Society of Grande Prairie $2,714
Healing Arts Program Initiative (HAPI)
Centre for Creative Arts Society’s HAPI Program 
offers expressive opportunities for people facing 
barriers that would otherwise keep them from 
participating in artistic and cultural programming.  
Inclusive and with a broad reach, the youngest 
HAPI student is 5 and their most senior is 95 years 
old. Partnerships with agencies that service at 
risk populations offer opportunities for clients to 
attend classes in their area of interest.

Grande Prairie Live Theatre Society $6,300
Live Theatre Programming and Grande 
Prairie Children’s Festival * 
The Grande Prairie Live Theatre Association 
provides the community with a chance to 
experience Live Theatre. Featuring local talent, 

the Grande Prairie Live Theatre continues to thrill 
audiences of all ages and has been doing so locally 
since 1963. 

The Grande Prairie Children’s Festival will celebrate 
Canada’s 150th while inspiring children ages 5 - 12 
to embrace the joy of creative expression through 
the arts.  Children in the region can experience 
music, creative movement and dance, visual arts, 
puppetry, theatre and much more during this 3 
day festival held from May 23-25.

Peace Wapiti School Division #76 $2,214
Clairmont Community School Art Program
The Clairmont School Art program introduces 
students to various art experiences including artist 
studies, painting, clay work, drawing, and using 
different media like fabric, plaster and packing 
tape.   Using children’s literature to inspire their 
art work, the goal is to bring a joyful experience 
to the school day through arts programing. Sheila 
Payeur, art teacher for grades 2-5 and 7-8, proudly 
wears a t-shirt to her art classes that reads “Some 
people only dream of meeting their favorite artists. 
I teach mine.”

Town of Peace River - 
Peace River Museum $5,900 
A History of the Peace in 150 Objects *
The “A History of the Peace Country in 150 Objects” 
seeks to inspire visitors and locals to discover the 
role that the people of the Peace Country have 
played in Canada’s broader history. The 150 objects 
from thirty-six museums will be housed in the 
Spirit of the Peace Museum Network, with each 
displaying approximately four artifacts from the 
collection at the contributing museums. Displays 
will tell the story and represent the breadth of 
the Peace Country’s history including indigenous 
peoples, the fur trade, the missionaries, pioneer 
settlement and development and contemporary 
paleontological discoveries.

Town of Sexsmith FCSS $650
Chautauqua Days 
We are honoured to partner with the Town of 
Sexsmith for the June Chautauqua Day which 
brings together families and community members.

INVESTING IN  YOUR
COMMUNITY IS IMPORTANT 

2016 IMPACT GRANTS

$131,027

............................................ 21% ARTS/CULTURE

........................................................................................................ 6% EDUCATION

............................... 23% STUDENT AWARDS

............................................................................. 7% SPORT/RECREATIONAL

 ............................................... 19% SOCIAL SERVICES

.................................................................................................................... 4% SENIORS

 ............................................................................................................. 7% HEALTH

.................................................................................................. 4% ENVIRONMENTAL

................................................................................ 9% CHILDREN/YOUTH

Every year, in partnership with our donors and fundholders, we grant to numerous innovative charitable 
projects, large and small. Since inception in 1996, over $4.45 million has been invested into all sectors of the 

region. Please note that many projects fit into more than one category which is not reflected in this chart.
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County of Grande Prairie No. 1 - Bezanson 
Agricultural Society $6000 
Celebrating Bezanson *
In celebration of its rich heritage, Bezanson 
will host an old time Fair, Homecoming and 60 
Year School Reunion. Celebrations begin with a 
pancake breakfast, parade and historical tour of 
the Old Bezanson Town site. Activities including 
ball games, ball hockey tournament, gymkhana 
events, followed by a community supper and 
dance will provide something for everyone while 
honouring the pioneers who settled in this great 
area.

Elder’s Caring Shelter Society $3,500 
Youth and Elders Cultural Retreat * 
The goal of the Youth and Elders Retreat is to have 
the Elders in our community work with and help 
local youth be proud of their aboriginal culture 
and to bridge the gap not only between the youth 
and the Elders, but also between all cultures. 

CHILDREN AND YOUTH
Grande Prairie & District Grief Support 
Association $3,000
Circle of Life School Programming
Circle of Life provides children, adults, and families 
with education and support through their grief 
journey through school groups, Camp He-a-He, 
support groups for adults, public education and 
professional development.  This group healing 
atmosphere aims to build a sense of belonging 
and acceptance.  We have found that often 
children/youth will feel isolated and alone in their 
grief journey. Through creating understanding and 
teaching children they are not alone, this program 
assisted over 86 students in 2016. 

Cool Aid Society of 
Grande Prairie $6,500 
Canada’s 150th Birthday Programming *
Since 1979 the Cool Aid Society has been 
providing programs to youth in grades 1 to 12.  
The 2015 -2016 records confirm 11,605 visits to 
their two centers. This summer programming will 
celebrate Canada’s 150th birthday with crafts, 
snacks, games and of course, a party.  A second 
grant will allow for the purchase of new and 
replacement resources such as books and games.  
The more inviting the centers are, the more 
the youth will come and then we can provide 
them with an alternative to risky behaviors and 
environments.

Big Brothers Big Sisters Association of 
Grande Prairie and Area $2,150 
High school Mentorship Program 
The High school Mentorship Program pairs an 
elementary student with a high school student for 
the full school year. Besides providing positive role 
models for the little ones, the older students can 
develop strong leadership skills through helping 
and befriending a young student.  To date thirty 
high school students are currently involved.

EDUCATION
Grande Prairie and Area
Safe Communities $2,500
Home Alone Program
Safe Communities aims to promote public safety 
and reduce the incidence of injury in Grande 
Prairie and area. The Home Alone Program 

is offered to help young people who will be 
home alone for short periods of time, learn safe 
behaviours around the internet and phone safety, 
dealing with strangers, while keeping busy and 
safe.

Grande Prairie Public Library $300 
Library Programming 
The Grande Prairie Public Library serves the City 
of Grande Prairie, County of Grande Prairie and 
the MD of Greenview. Located in the Montrose 
Cultural Centre, GPPL is also a valued Resource 
Centre for the Peace Library System. Vital Signs has 
identified community libraries as an area’s hub of 
information.  In 2016, GPPL circulated over 528,000 
items. 

Grande Prairie 
Regional College Foundation $275
Emergency Student Funding 
Established in 1966, Grande Prairie Regional 
College is a comprehensive community institution, 
providing opportunities in post-secondary 
education in Northwestern Alberta. Emergency 
student funding is available to assist students 
in times of crisis when needed or books and /or 
tuition fees.

HIV North $2,500
LGBTQ Leadership Program 
HIV North has supported individuals living with 
HIV Aids in Alberta’s North for over 25 years. Based 
in Grande Prairie, they promote awareness, initiate 
prevention and provide care and support for the 
northern region of Alberta. The LGBTQ Leadership 
Program is dedicated to engage, increase 
leadership and coping skills and resiliency among 
youth identifying as LGBTQ.

MD of Spirit River $750 
Trauma Drama
Trauma Drama is an eye-opening and attitude 
changing approach to teaching young people 
the dangers of driving impaired. Bringing in 
guest speakers who have experienced their own 
heartbreaking stories of driving while impaired, 
this program will be presented to Grads of the 
Spirit River area to teach them the importance of 
making positive life choices.

Grade Three Reading Academy 
Society $1,000
Grade Three Reading University
Reading University is a three-week summer 
program intended to increase the literacy skills 
of children in Grade 3 who are not yet reading 
at grade level. In addition to being beneficial 
to children struggling with literacy, Reading 
University is a prime example of community 
partnerships, local organizations working together 
for the long-term benefit of children and society. 
In 2016, 120 students attended Reading University.

Student Awards Program $29,670
This year we are honoured to announce that 
through the Community Foundation Student 
Award Program we were able to assist 38 
local student achieve their goals through 
post-secondary awards.

ENVIRONMENT
Canadian Parks and Wilderness 
Society of Northern Alberta $1,950 
Waterways Project 
Canadian Parks and Wilderness Society promotes 
conservation and legislated wilderness protection 
in Alberta through research, collaboration, and 
community outreach. Fostering local knowledge 
and gaining local support enables a stronger case 
for the protection of ecologically and culturally 
important areas in Northwestern Alberta. This 
project helps communities situated along and 
benefit from the Peace and Athabasca watersheds. 

Camp Tamarack Association $2,420 
Environmental Camps 
Camp Tamaracks provides inclusive, barrier free 
camping experiences for over 2,000 youth and 
adults of all abilities annually.   In the children’s 
summer programs, campers connect with nature, 
understand the importance of preserving the 
environment and hone their physical, social, and 
emotional skills.

HEALTH
Grande Prairie 
Public School District #2357 $2,000 
School Snack Program 
The Grande Prairie Public School District Snack 
programs offers healthy snacks for students who 
may arrive at school without something healthy 
to eat. Healthy meals are vital to a child’s ability to 
learn and thrive in school.

Peace Wapiti School Division #76 $2,000
Clairmont School Snack Program
Of the 300 children at Clairmont Community 
School over half of them are identified as at risk. 
It is well known that children learn better and 
can connect better with their peers when their 
tummies are full. The Clairmont school breakfast 
program is a no questions asked approach to 
ensuring that every child at the Clairmont School 
has access to a healthy breakfast.

Suicide Prevention Resource Centre $4,500
Breakfast Club and Tough Enough to Talk 
About it programs 
The Suicide Prevention Resource Centre’s 
Breakfast Club Program focuses on helping young 
people aged 9-17 who are struggling with stress, 
conflict, self esteem issues, and engaging in risky 
behaviours. Youth are offered a safe place to learn 
about their feelings and healthy ways to cope 
with them. A second program, Tough Enough 
to Talk About It is a suicide prevention strategy 
in response to the number of men in trades, 
agriculture and industry who have died by suicide.

SENIORS
Grande Prairie & District 
Golden Age Centre $2,000
Golden Age Centre Programming 
Incorporated in 1975, the Golden Age Centre 
is Grande Prairie’s seniors’ recreational centre. 
Offering a wide variety of programs and activities 
aimed at folks over 55 years of age, offerings 
include dances, crafts, cribbage and indoor 
curling. The Golden Age Centre is a hub for local 
seniors to gather, connect and build friendships.
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Grande Prairie & Area 
Council on Aging $2,000
Seniors Outreach Programming
Seniors Outreach is a “One Stop Shop” for seniors 
requiring assistance. With over 6,000 active files, 
Seniors Outreach helps seniors with everything 
from pensions, to home care, to snow removal and 
Meals on Wheels. Regardless of their need seniors 
across Northwestern Alberta know that Seniors 
Outreach can provide support, or guidance on any 
issue they are facing.

MD of Spirit River $500 
Soupier Seniors Soup Kitchen
The Soupier Seniors Soup Kitchen in Spirit River 
is a community driven project involving team 
work and community building to help support 
those in need. Community members ages 65-95 
gather to work together to create healthy meals 
to distribute to those in need in the Spirit River 
Area. The Program also connects our younger 
generation with seniors to learn home cooked 
traditional meals, creating a community hub that 
connects generations.

SOCIAL SERVICES
Grande Prairie Friendship Centre $3,000
One Window Resource
The One Window Resource Centre located 
at the GP Friendship Centre is a community 
based drop-in program to address the needs of 
individuals, primarily of Aboriginal descent, who 
are considered at risk or in need. The program 
works to provide non-financial services that will 
help clients know where they can turn to access 
emergency food, free gently used clothing, 
hygiene supplies, information from the resource 
area, referrals to agencies, free bread, computer/
internet access, job board listings, 3 evening 
weekly meals, and scheduled activities.

Grande Prairie Women’s Residence 
Association $750
Odyssey House Programming
Odyssey House provides safe, secure, and 
supportive accommodation for women and their 
children who are victims of domestic violence, 
are in crisis, or in need of a housing alternative. 
The house is open 24 hours a day, 7 days a week 
to help women and children break free from the 
cycle of family violence.

Grande Prairie 
Hospice Palliative Care Society $5,950
Hospice/Palliative Care Programming
The Grande Prairie Hospice Palliative Care Society 
provides end-of-life care for patients with terminal 
illnesses and provides support and care for their 
families. The society works to relieve suffering and 
improve the quality of living and dying. Care is 
offered for patients and their loved ones to help 
meet each individual’s medical, psychological, 
social, spiritual, and practical needs.

Grande Prairie 
Youth Emergency Shelter Society $2,800
Sunrise House Steps to Success Program
Sunrise House serves youth ages 12-17 who 
are currently homeless or are at risk of being 
homeless. This is the only youth shelter in 
northwestern Alberta. Its Steps to Success Program 
provides opportunities to learn additional life 

skills, increased coping skills, and help strategies 
to make them more resistant to crisis. In 2015-16, 
Steps to Success programs were attended by 
70 young people who attended an average of 6 
programming sessions each.

John Howard Society
of Grande Prairie $2,500
The Boys Club
The John Howard Society of Grande Prairie focuses 
on crime prevention through social development. 
The Boys Club aims to help male youth develop 
healthy male attitudes and behaviours, 
deconstruct male stereotypes, and address social 
pressures faced by young males. Building healthy 
images, relationships, effective communication 
and healthy lifestyle skills, aid with helping young 
men foster resiliency. This past year, 16 boys 
participated a total of 121 times over the 28 weeks 
of the program. 

Salvation Army 
Grande Prairie Community Church $1,250
Soup Kitchen Programming 
The economic situation of the last year has put 
serious strain on soup kitchens and food banks 
across the region, the Salvation Army Soup 
Kitchen serves breakfast and lunch 5 days a week 
and a hot dinner 3 days a week. Soup kitchen 
ensures that those in need in our community have 
access to daily healthy meals. 

Society for Support to 
Pregnant and Parenting Teens $2,500
Baby Basics 
The Pregnant and Parenting Teen Program is 
a community based, child centred and family 
focused service, providing information and 
support to pregnant and parenting teens. Baby 
Basics serves 3-7 young couples at a time teaching 
young parents and their families how to care for 
both themselves and their new baby offering 
topics such as feeding, sleeping, and how to care 
for themselves post baby, 

Town of Sexsmith FCSS $900
Food Bank 
Alberta has seen a 30% rise in food bank usage 
in the last year. With many families experiencing 
food insecurity, this is a much needed program 
throughout our communities. This year we are 
honoured to partner with the Town of Sexsmith. 

YMCA of Northern Alberta $2,500
Virtual Y Beyond the Bell 
Through the YMCA’s Virtual Y Program children 
ages 6-12 can experience an after school, 
environment where they feel safe, valued and 
heard. Delivered in an area where there are few 
resources or services available, Virtual Y has helped 
children, many of whom have experienced abuse 
and neglect in their lives, develop emotionally, 
socially, and academically. Beyond the Bell gives 
children the additional help they need to keep 
pace with their grade level requirements and 
their peers.  Children in the program are engaged 
through daily homework, language, math and 
literacy activities, recreational activities, team 
building, cooperative games, and nutritional 
coaching. The program runs after school and 
supports 2 groups of 20 children for a total of 40 
children each year.

Beaverlodge Christmas Hamper
and Food Bank $1,000
In Alberta, 40% of lone parent families will 
experience food insecurity. This means that at 
some point during the year a large majority of 
families will not be able to afford adequate food. 
The Beaverlodge Food Bank provides families with 
a sense of security in uncertain times. 

Catholic Family 
Services Society of Grande Prairie $1,500
Non-Denominational Counselling Services
Catholic Family Services offers in house 
counselling and school programs to assist 
children, youth, families, couples and individuals, 
many of whom are low-income and/or at risk. 
From 2015, number of individuals served has 
grown substantially.  In 2016 the organization saw 
an increase of more than 3,000 served.

SPORT AND RECREATION
City of Grande Prairie - $4,700 
Experience Fun Experience Fitness
A new project for 2017, the Experience Fun 
Experience Fitness camp will provide youth in 
from our region the opportunity to experience 
new sport and recreational activities over the 
school spring break, plus get to know the activities 
and events within the Eastlink Centre.

City of Grande Prairie - $2,900
Pursuit of Excellence Award 
Pursuit of Excellence Athlete Development 
funding is provided to assist in the training and 
development of individual athletes who are 
striving toward distinction in their chosen sport.

Grande Prairie
Public School District #2357 $400
COMP Football Program 
Encouraging young athletes, the Grande Prairie 
Composite High School football program provides 
young people the chance to pursue their athletic 
goals and dreams.

KidSport 
Spirit River Youth $650
The Grande Prairie & Area 2016 Vital Pulse 
Report on sport and belonging has identified 
the important impact sport and recreation can 
have on one’s overall sense of belonging. With 
only 7% of low income youth taking part in 
sport, and 85% of the population believing that 
recreational activities help create a stronger sense 
of community, and programs like KidSport are vital 
to helping ensure young people in low income 
families are given the opportunity to become 
active participants. Kidsport funds will offer youth 
in Spirit River and Rycroft increased opportunity to 
participate in sport.

.....................................................................................................

* We are proud to partner with the Community Fund for 
Canada’s 150th in support of these projects.
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DESIGNATED FUNDS
Funds provide support to specific
charities, forever
Come Fly With Me Legacy Fund
Community Foundation 20/20 Vision
for the Community Fund
Community Foundation Operating
Endowment Fund
Firewalk Fund
Grande Prairie Keg Steakhouse & Bar PARDS Fund
Grande Prairie Keg Steakhouse & Bar 
Pregnant Teen Program Fund
Grande Prairie Keg Steakhouse & Bar Grande Prairie 
Regional Hospital Foundation Fund 
Grande Prairie Keg Steakhouse Supporting Youth With 
Cancer Fund
Hannah Ouellette Memorial Supporting Suicide 
Prevention Resource Centre Fund
Henderson Family Fund
Marvin and Frances Moore Family Fund
Professional Advisors Endowment Fund

DONOR ADVISED FUNDS
Funds enable donors to be actively involved 
in recommending grant recipients on an 
annual basis
Alex Brooks Memorial Fund
Anodyne Community Enrichment Fund
Aquatera Environment Fund

Community Impact Endowment Fund
Darrell and Joan Radbourne Family Fund
Drs. David and Karen Chung Fund
Fletcher Mudryk & Co. LLP CA’s Fund
Fred Rinne Memorial Fund
Gilbert and Kiela Girard Family Fund
Grande Prairie River Rats Association Fund
Haberman Family Fund
Jody Evans Community Fund
Ken and Cyndy Halbert Family Fund
Kevin and Karen Willsey Family Fund
Kevin and Wendy Szakacs Family Fund
McLevin Family Fund
Menzies Family Fund
Merv and Dawn Marie Crouse Family Fund
Ness Family Fund
Northey/Wiebe Family Fund
Pat and John Reid Family Fund
Peace Power Corporation Community Fund
Pete and Lori Merlo Family Fund
Pirates Fastball Club Legacy Fund
RBC Peace Country Staff Fund
Ric’s Grill Grande Prairie Community Fund
Rotary Club of Grande Prairie Memorial Fund
Sheehan Flint Family Fund
Smart & Caring Communities Fund
Vincent and Tracey Vavrek Family Fund

CHARITABLE
ORGANIZATION FUNDS
Funds are established by charitable 
organizations to provide a sustainable 
source of long term funding
Alberta Legal Heritage Fund
Golden Age Centre Fund
Grande Prairie and Area Safe Communities Fund
Grande Prairie Live Theatre Fund
Grande Prairie Public Library Fund
KidSport Grande Prairie Fund
Slave Lake Municipal Library Fund

COMMUNITY IMPACT FUNDS
Funds are pooled to address the emerging 
and pressing needs for the community both 
now and in the future
Ainsworth Community Fund
Atkin/Curtis Family Fund
Beal Family Fund
BMO Bank of Montreal Fund
BP Canada Energy Company Fund
Brick Shopik Family Fund
Canadian Tire Grande Prairie Community Fund
Cardon Homes Fund
Chrenek & Dion Investment Advisors Fund
Chris and Amy Richards Community Fund
Christine and Wayne Ayling Family Fund
Clyde and Mary Blackburn Family Fund

WHY...CONNECTING
PEOPLE WITH COMMUNITY

ENDOWMENT ASSETS BY TYPE OF FUNDS
 .............................................................. 3% CHARITABLE ORGANIZATION FUNDS 

 ............................................................................................ 6% DESIGNATED FUNDS

................................... 24% STUDENT AWARDS FUND 

.............................................................................. 2% REGIONAL COMMUNITY FUNDS

.............................................................................. 1% OPERATING ENDOWMENT FUNDS 

.........................................................................9% FIELD OF INTEREST FUNDS 

 ........................................ 23% DONOR ADVISED FUNDS

  .......... 32% COMMUNITY IMPACT FUNDS

$5,705,282
The Community Foundation helps donors create endowment funds, a lasting 

legacy of support for all sectors of our region. We are thankful for the commitment 
to create a legacy that will build community for good, and forever.
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Calvin and Evelyne Dobish Fund
David and Susan Ainsworth Fund
Ed Boyce Memorial Fund
Grande Prairie Auto Group Legacy Foundation Fund
Hope Today Tomorrow: The Side/Munro Family Fund
Jeff Toews Memorial Foundation Fund
Kirk Nelson Memorial Fund
KMSC Law LLP Fund
Morris Financial Group Fund
northernSPIRIT Fund
Opdahl Michaud Family Fund
Peace Country Land Ltd. Fund
Pearcy Family Fund
Prairie Villa Legacy Fund
Q-99 Brian Nash Memorial Fund
Simpson/Phillips Family Fund
Stanford Hotels & Resorts Community Fund
Woronuk Legacy Fund

FIELD OF INTEREST FUNDS
Funds are dedicated to a general charitable 
area of interest as identified by the donor.

Children and Youth
Beattie Family Fund
Logan Family Fund
Smart & Caring Communities Fund – Youth
Young At Art Fund by T. Sedore Photography

Education
Peace Wapiti Education Foundation Fund

Environment
Fund for Environmental Purposes
Marcotte Family Fund
Nurcombe Family Environmental Fund
Stan and Helen Neufeld Environmental Fund

Health
Palliative Care Fund

Housing
Evaskevich Family Fund
Grande Prairie & Area Association of Realtors Fund

Recreation
Anonymous Donor Fund
Mike Vavrek Memorial Fund
Underwood Fund

Social Services
Accredited Supportive Living Services Limited (ASLS) 
Staff Gives Fund
Happy Trails R.V. Fund
Spirit of the Peace Entrepreneurial Women’s Fund
Terry and Darrel Dola Fund

Seniors
Dodd Harms Happy Healthy Seniors Fund

FLOW THROUGH FUNDS
Charitable donations that are disbursed 
within a period of time
2016 Rotary Curling Legacy Fund
North Peace Community Foundation Fund

REGIONAL COMMUNITY FUNDS
Regional Community funds are a 
partnership with a community and the 
Community Foundation where a group of 
passionate people who either live in the 

area or who have meaningful connections, 
wish to build legacy funds in support of 
a geographical area.  These dedicated 
individuals ensure that their fund supports 
their communities’ current priorities 
along with its emerging needs and future 
opportunities.

North Peace Community Foundation Fund
Serving Peace River and surrounding communities

Sexsmith and District 
Community Foundation Fund
Serving Sexsmith and surrounding communities
Sexsmith Elks Community Fund
Sexsmith Insurance Limited Fund
Sexsmith Legion #60 Community Fund

West County Community Foundation Fund
Serving Beaverlodge, Elmsworth, Hythe, Wembley and 
surrounding communities

STUDENT AWARD FUNDS
Funds are used to assist local students 
achieve their post-secondary goals
2000 Alberta Summer Games Legacy Fund
Andrea Vavrek Memorial Fund
Beaverlodge Community Band Fund
Brent Sears Memorial Fund
Bryden Sparks Arts Family Fund
Carmen and Gail Haakstad Family Fund
Chomik Family Trumpeter Hotel Fund
Devonne Norman Legacy Fund
Dr. Claudia T. Strehlke Medical Award Fund
Gib Popkey Legacy Fund
Grande Prairie and District Chamber of Commerce 
Legacy Fund
GS Minhas Family Education Fund
Hayley Gardner Memorial Fund
Horse Lake Education Fund
Jean Duplessis Family Legacy Fund
Joseph F. Reder/Hansen Fund
Loretta Thompson Memorial Fund
Lorne Lind Memorial Fund
Mohiner Singh Memorial Fund
North Kleskun Community Club Fund
North Kleskun Student Scholarship Fund
Paul Pivert Memorial Student Award Fund
Q-99 Student Awards Fund
Ronald W. Clarke Fund
Ryan R. Blais Legacy Fund
Storm Stay in School Junior A Hockey Scholarship Fund
Swan City Breakfast Lions Club Fund
Swan City Rotary Club Community Service 
Above Self Fund
Travis Pierlot Family Education Fund
Vision for the Future Fund
Wolves Minor Basketball Fund

LIFE INSURANCE GIFTS
Life insurance is a popular, practical way 
to make a future gift.  Thank you to the 
following who have named the Community 
Foundation the designated beneficiary of a 
life insurance policy.
Anonymous Community Donor
Brent and Cindy Oilund
Don Meador 
Dwight Logan

Hideo and Marian Fukushima
Glenn and Judith Keddie
Gordon Pearcy
Grant and Jamie Menzies
Jason Lainchbury
Jodi Winnicky and Owen Lewis
Pete and Lori Merlo
Ryan Blais
Terry Tissington 
Tracey Vavrek
Vincent Vavrek

THANK YOU TO ALL
OUR FUND HOLDERS AND DONORS FOR 
INVESTING IN YOUR COMMUNITIES
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BUILDING
YOUR LEGACY

There are many ways to leave a legacy. 
What if you could make a difference in 
your community — not only today, not 
just for your lifetime, but forever? The 
Community Foundation helps donors 
create that kind of vibrant, ongoing 
support.

We do this by establishing endowment 
funds, which create a permanent legacy 

felt over generations.  The principle 
is never spent, but rather each year, a 
percentage of the endowment fund is 
granted to the causes and organizations 
that mean the most to you.

We offer a range of giving options to help 
you give confidently and efficiently.  You 
can start your own fund dedicated to a 
cause of your choice or you may choose 

to give where the needs are greatest. You 
can give now, or give later through your 
estate plan.
 
There are many ways you can make a 
difference to the causes you cherish. 
Imagine how this might look, and share 
your vision with us. As long as there is a 
Canadian registered charity that is doing 
the work you support, we can help.

Donations are made to the Community 
Foundation to recognize achievements, 
mark milestones and to keep 
memories alive.

Aaron Anderson
Jim and Ev Wald
John and Mary Vavrek
Margaret Steele
Mike Hoehn
Trevor Willis

Agnes Patterson
Aimee Munroe
Alfred Brown
Alice Franklin
Alma Straub
Andrew Malcolm Morton
Anna Marie Neigel
Antje Van Polen
Benjamin Sutley
Bob Balisky
Charles Donner
Charlie Cramer
Christine Noble
Dale Sebastian
Donald MacAlister
Donna Louis Shipway
Doris Rude
Dorman Ditch
Douglas Wright

MEMORIAL DONATIONSIN HONOUR DONATIONS
Fred Rinne
Frieda Kover
Gary Mudryk
Gary Kostiuk
George Melvin Myers
Gerald Gunby
Gerald Bean
Glen Clegg
Hank McDermott
James Smith
James (Jim) Dirom
Jeanette (Jeannie) Calliou
Jerry Schmaltz
Jim Prentice
Jody Evans
John Walterhouse
Julia Campbell
Kathrine Talbot
Keith (Ted) Balderston

Kory Rycroft
Kyle Harper
Louise Wasylciw
Mary Bombier
Maryana Thiessen
Merle Logan
Michael Evans
Nicholas Poohkay
Orel Desgagne
Palma Larsen
Pat Preston
Reinhold Muench
Rob Wiebe
Roman Antypowich
Simon Lefebvre
Stewart Vance
Toshiko (Tammy) Wilder
Walter Wright
William Wendt

LEAVING A GIFT IN  YOUR WILL IS MORE THAN A
TRANSFER OF ASSETS. IT’S AN ENDURING REFLECTION 

OF THE VALUES BY WHICH YOU HAVE LIVED

12
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Note 1: In 2012 the Board 
of Directors has internally 
restricted funds within 
the operating fund as a 
contingency for funding 
future operational 
expenditures as required. 

Operating costs include 
asset development, 
charitable activities, special 
projects, administration and 
governance.

The Community Foundation 
invests in low risk fixed 
income, equities and cash 
to protect the capital, 
promote conservative 
growth and ensure long 
term gifting.  

Summary of 
Management letter:
Our understanding 
and testing of internal 
controls did not reveal any 
significant deficiencies. 

SUMMARY OF AUDIT OPINION
As is common with many non-profit 
organizations, the Foundation derives 
some revenue from cash donations, 
the completeness of which is not 
determinable through audit verification.  
Accordingly, our verification of these 
revenues was limited to the amounts 
recorded by the Foundation. We were 

not able to determine whether any 
adjustments may have been necessary 
to contributions, excess of revenues over 
expenses, current assets, and net assets.
Except as noted in the above paragraph, 
in our opinion, these financial statements 
present fairly, in all material respects, the 
financial position of the Foundation as 

December 31, 2016 and the results of its 
operations and its cash flows for the year 
then ended in accordance with Canadian 
accounting standards for not-for-profit 
organizations

Catalyst LLP - Chartered Professional 
Accountants

Total Assets
Total Liabilities
Fund balances

SUMMARY OF FINANCIAL INFORMATION:

7,305,323
40,037

$7,265,286

6,725,393
35,304

$6,690,089

20152016

Endowment FundOperating Fund2016 Flow Through Fund

Opening balance
Revenue

Expenses
Transfer between funds

Gain / (Loss)      
Grants

Closing balance
Balance consists of:

Restricted funds (Note 1) 
Unrestricted funds

360,084
380,435

(361,357)
-
-

(23,650)

357,190
420,030

(407,136)
-
-

(10,000)

$355,512

245,428 
110,084

$360,084

245,428
110,084

5,174,133
455,310

(105,218)
-

267,862
(86,805)

$5,705,282

4,791,101
544,799
(97,832)

28,274
26,711      

(118,920) 

$5,174,133

1,155,872
64,125

(22,450)
-

24,048      
(17,103)

$1,204,492

1,176,330
39,153

(21,368)
(28,274)

(169)      
(9,800)

$1,155,872

Endowment FundOperating Fund2015 Flow Through Fund

Opening balance
Revenue

Expenses
Transfer between funds

Gain / (Loss)      
Grants

Closing balance
Balance consists of:

Restricted funds (Note 1) 
Unrestricted funds

FINANCIAL STATEMENT
FOR THE YEAR END DECEMBER 31, 2016
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WE INSPIRE GIVING
WE ARE YOUR COMMUNITY FOUNDATION

2017
SMART & CARING LEADERS

VITAL IMPACT LEADERSHIP STEWARDSHIP

CHAMPION
Aquatera Utilities Inc.

Hi Tech Business Solutions
KMSC Law LLP

ENGAGE
G&M Plumbing and Heating

FRIEND
Neil Holdings Inc.

Royal LePage – Angie Peters & John Krol
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ACCOUNTABILITY

We are responsive and accountable
to our donors, our grantees and our
community. We operate with policies and
practices that reflect clearly-articulated
values, vision and mission, that inspire
trust, and that stress fairness, flexibility
and inclusiveness. 

STAFF

Tracey Vavrek, Chief Executive Officer
Tracy Zuk, Executive Assistant

REACH US

2nd Floor, Centre 2000 
200, 11330 106 Street
Grande Prairie, AB, T8X 7X9

Phone: (780) 538-2820
Email: info@buildingtomorrowtoday.com
Site: www.buildingtomorrowtoday.com

Registered Charitable: 
#896544343RR0001

Charitable receipts will be issued
from the Community Foundation of Northwest 
Alberta’s office for donations greater than $20.

*Departing member 2016

GOVERNANCE

One of the most valuable assets of
any Community Foundation is its
Board of Directors.  This diverse group
of community leaders brings vision,
commitment and energy to making a
difference in our community.

The Board of directors is the governing 
body of the Community Foundation 
which is accountable for the operation of 
the Foundation, within the parameters
established by law; its overall
responsibility is that of governance. This
includes providing leadership, setting
direction, establishing policies and
ensuring sound management. 

The overall management and daily
operations is the responsibility of the
CEO. The CEO is the first person below
the Board. The CEO implements the goals
and plans of the Community Foundation,
follows set policies, develops procedures 
and management systems, attends to the 
priorities established by the board, and
supervises staff and volunteers.

The Board met 8 times throughout
2016. We continue to focus on the four 
following priorities: 

    Increasing the Foundation’s impact 
in the community

 Building an optimal mixture of 
legacy funds

     Increase the Foundation’s role as a 
community leader and 
knowledge center

    Building organizational capacity at all 
levels of the foundation

PRIVACY POLICY

Your Community Foundation is
committed to protecting the privacy
of the information of its employees,
members, volunteers and other
stakeholders. We value the trust of
those we work with, and of the public,
and recognize that maintaining this
trust requires we be transparent and
accountable in how we treat the
information that donors choose to
share with us.

During the course of our various projects 
and activities, we frequently gather
and use personal information. Anyone
from whom we collect such information
should expect that it will be carefully
protected and that any use of or other
dealing with this information is subject
to consent. Our privacy practices are
designed to achieve this.

2016/2017 BOARD MEMBERS

Thank you for your passion, leadership, 
and commitment:
Amanda Reimer, Chair   
Steven Hinkley, Vice Chair  
Devon Wardley, Treasurer  
Jenn Dodd  
Kim Gravengard  
Michael Hames  
Brooks Hoffos*
Darren Kjemhus*
Rob Neil*
Steve Harvard  
Scott Henderson 
Sandy McDonald 
Helen Neufeld   
Danny Noskey   
Gareth Pugh

ABOUT YOUR 
COMMUNITY FOUNDATION

LET’S CONNECT

CFNWAB COMMUNITY FOUNDATION OF NORTHWESTERN ALBERTA
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